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Trash Collection Update 

 You should have received a packet of information last week about our transition 
to Waste Management for trash collection.  (If not, please give us a call at            
908-4212).  Some important things to remember this month:  

  Trash carts will be delivered by Waste Management (WM) beginning the 
week of Tuesday, September 8. 

 The final trash pickup by Town employees will be on Friday, September 11.  
Please do not use WM carts until after September 11. 

 WM will begin picking up trash on Monday, September 14. 

 Carts should be placed curbside, in front of your home, no later than 7 a.m. 
on your collection day.   

 Allow three feet of clearance between objects and your cart(s).   

 Visit our website at www.bridgewater.town to learn about changes to 
Bridgewater’s sanitation program with Trash Talk, an ongoing series explaining 
upcoming changes to our trash collection, recycling program, and our monthly large-
item pickup.   

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center 
 Residents can bring their own, pre-sorted, recyclable materials to the new Recycle Center at Sandy Bottom 
Park. Residents will need to present a proof of residency (B-Rec card or Driver’s License).  Then the items will 
need to be placed into the appropriately labeled container. A staff member will be on site to provide assistance.  

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center Hours of Operation: 

 Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 Saturday:     8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Materials accepted in marked bins: 

 #1 and #2 Plastics   

 Aluminum beverage cans 

 Plastic bags and printer cartridges 
 Computer hard drives, SSD’s flash drive, phones and chipped credit cards (HIPAA 

compliant destruction) 

 We will continue to expand our list of recyclable materials—glass will be next—but we need to find reliable 
vendors first.   If you have questions, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Summer’s End & Fall Yard Sale Day Cancelled 
 Our Summer’s End Celebration and 5k (September 7) and Community Yard Sale Day (September 26) have 
both been cancelled.  We look forward to having these events return in 2021.   

Trash carts will be delivered 

starting on September 8, 

with Waste Management 

collection beginning 

September 14. 

 Steel and bi-metal cans 

 Office paper (Shredded or White)  

 Cardboard, newspaper, and magazines 
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Mini-Golf Open Daily  

  Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf remains open to the 
public with social distancing and increased sanitation 
measures in place.  Par-3 continues to be open seven 
days a week. 

 Mini-Golf Hours:  Par-3 Hours: 
 Noon to 10 p.m. daily        6 a.m. to Dark daily 

 Town residents always play Par-3 and Mini-Golf 
for free with their B-Rec card.   

 Rates (Non-Town residents): $5.00  

Bird Scooters Coming         
This Month 

 Bird Scooters will start a small trial in Bridgewater on 
September 15.  The trial, consisting of 50-100 scooters, 
will allow both the company and the town to assess the 
utility and the drawbacks of rented scooters here.  As of 
now, we do not regulate scooter-rental companies, 
although the Council passed an ordinance in 2018 giving 
us a toolkit to use if scooters start to clog sidewalks, as 
they did in Harrisonburg for a while.   We have discussed 
sidewalk obstruction and some other potential negatives 
with Bird.  Their system allows them to address 
problems almost immediately, by geofencing out certain 
areas, incentivizing proper parking, and limiting speed. 

 We are hopeful that the Bird scooters will be useful 
to our residents and beneficial to our businesses, but we 
will keep our eyes open and be ready to regulate if 
necessary.   

entries 
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Core Principles 

 We have developed five core principles we 
follow as employees of the Town of Bridgewater.  
These principles are worth a bit of study, because 
they inherently shape your Town staff.  Our 
response to you (or to the Council) should always 
be in accord with the core principle.  This month, 
we focus on the first principle, which speaks to 
working through barriers:  “Obstacles don’t stop us.  
You were hired because you have the ability to overcome 
them.” 

 This principle operates on two levels.  At the 
surface, it is a practical reminder that to get things 
done, we have to cut red tape, demand answers, 
and hold others accountable.  Just about everything 
we do requires permission from—or coordination 
with—some large entity such as a governmental 
agency or a utility.  Although there are a few 
exceptions, most of the entities don’t care at all 

about Bridgewater.  Some of them couldn’t even 
locate us on a map.  If we allowed these entities to 
dictate our schedule, we would get nothing done.  
So if Bigshot Utility Group (“BUG”) tells they 
can’t start work until Joe Blow files a Form XYZ in 
triplicate, we’re likely to go find Joe Blow—and 
hold the pen for him if we have to! 

 The principle’s second level is more subtle.  It 
reminds us to be just as dogged in public business 
as we are in private business.  If I needed BUG to 
come to my neighborhood to troubleshoot 
something, I wouldn’t stop calling until they came 
and fixed the problem.  When it comes to our own 
self-interest, we humans can be relentless at 
breaking down barriers.  Under the first, we 
employees are to treat the Town’s interest just as 
we would treat our own. 

 While our first principle doesn’t win us any 
friends at places like BUG (which is a wholly 
fictional creation, of course) it really does separate 
us from those government employees who are just 
in it for the paycheck.  We think you deserve that. 

 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“Obstacles don’t stop us.  You were hired 
because you have the ability to overcome them.”  
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Follow Up:  Riverwalk, Phase I 

 In May, we noted that Riverwalk, Phase I was out 
for bids.  Since then, we’ve awarded the project to 
Partners Excavating, with work commencing a week 
ago.  Look for construction to continue through the 
fall, with completion by the end of 2020. 

 We’re excited to add Riverwalk, Phase I to connect 
Edgebriar, Seven Bridges, and Bridgeview Parks! 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 
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Host a Private Event  

 at Sipe Center! 
 

For more information,  
please visit sipecenter.com  

or call at 908-4208 

Need a B-Rec Card? 

Call B-Connected at 908-4212 to make an appointment to obtain a B-Rec card at the 
Bridgewater Community Center.  Renewals can be completed online or over the phone.     

Work is underway at Riverwalk! 


